Fish factsheet

Koura/freshwater crayfish

Paranephrops planifrons
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Koura are native non-migratory crustaceans. Two species live e 3 s
in New Zealand. The Northern Koura is the smaller species o y"
at about 70 millimetres and is found in the North Island and S f&i : #.-‘ %
northwest South Island. The larger Southern Koura is about 80 ' -3 oo, © e
millimetres long and lives around Stewart Island and the east o .?“? 1,02‘., ‘3 °°;.
and south of the South Island. i & ni . ‘fr
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These crustaceans are generally found in areas of low o ;% N %o f: =
flow between stones or burrowed into muddy bottoms of - ag’gg'“ o g% '3
freshwater bodies (including streams, lakes, ponds and * ,? . ¥ ® Tauangs

sometimes swamps). They prefer native forest but are also
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found in exotic forest and pastoral waterways. e o, gé . Cémh"dg-}f:,? i o
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Koura are scavengers and feed on old leaves and small insects ° oﬁ‘i P T % Son
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floating in the water or settled on the bottom. Their two front VRS b A B g B Rotoria
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pincers tear the food up and push it into their mouth. They | v B omT (g T ‘
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emerge mostly at night and stay hidden during the day. “’,,‘:e &y, . -l T “ i ° Pl 5
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Koura distribution in the Waikato °
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For more information call 0800 800 401
or visit waikatoregion.govt.nz
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